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Freshly washed clothes Flutter in the wind 
Location: Washermen’s Colony along the Mahalakshmi train station

NUDGE THE STORYTELLER IN YOU 
TO SUBMIT A PHOTOGRAPH FROM 
YOUR TRAVELS AND WIN A TRIP TO 
EXPLORE THE MARVELS OF INDIA.

click here to submit

Tony Deemer

It’s no wonder that Mumbai has the ability to jostle, shove 
and hurry you more than you would like. This is what 
Rochelle felt on her first trip to the city. But then it can also 
shed its big city drawbacks and immerse a traveller in its 
fascinating aura. Rarely dull, Mumbai offers more than 
just the lure of movies. Rochelle found this out on a walk 
to a fishermen colony, where bright white clothes swayed 
in a soft breeze over a jumble of drains, washing units and 
washing slabs. To her, this is the image of Mumbai she 
carries with herself – a place with dual identity. One that 
can have a village like charm and then throw you right in 
the middle of metropolis buzz. 

http://www.indoasia-tours.com/newsletter-form/


seat of intellect and your gateway to the eastern part of 
the country.  

Chennai- If flowers could symbolize each city, ‘jasmine’ 
would be the identity of this cultural hot spot. You 
will find scores of jasmine sellers line the markets and 
women using the flowers to adorn their hair. Chennai’s 
ancient temples, balmy weather and intensely woven 
love for traditional dance and music makes the city a 
must for culture-vultures. Here, you can treat the palate 
to South Indian flavours and the eye for a different 
landscape altogether.

Hyderabad- One of India’s most evocative destinations, 
travellers often give Hyderabad a miss. What they miss 
is the richness of history in ancient monuments that dot 
the city and its signature rice based dish, the biryani. It’s 
a city steeped in history that buzzes with commerce. In 
the new parts of town, you can see modern architecture 
shining under names of big international tech giants. 
Hyderabad is well under way to explode as one of the 
biggest metros of India.

When travelling, we often use the bigger cities to jump 
off to more atmospheric places. That’s fair. Cities all 
over the world are becoming more homogenous each 
day; a mall in Singapore is not quite different from one 
in Delhi. But still, the metropolis cities give the traveller 
an orientation to the real vibe of a country, away from 
the images of brochures and websites. These are 
windows for travellers to peek in, to understand the 
socio-cultural fabric of a country. Many of these cities 
are reflections of a great historic past and roads into 
the future. Travel with us to five most bustling metros 
of India, and understand why you should slow down to 
soak in the city.

Delhi – The capital of India, Delhi is a city shaped from 
a number of battles and historic events but holds a vivid 
essence of modern India. The city is fragmented into the 
new and old; both rich in variety and experiences. Delhi 
flourishes in its contrast and should not be missed by 
travellers. A visit to weathered monuments, enriching 
museums, a robust shopping spree and a lesson in north 
Indian food can be the highlights of your trip here.

Mumbai – A city world famous for starlets and seaside 
balminess is a hotspot for culture, history and business. 
This is treaded by the richest of India and at the same 
time, is home to one of the world’s largest slums. 
Needless to say that contrast is ironic yet fascinating. 
This is a city with great resilience and something that 
sweeps you away. Stand at the edge of the Gateway 
of India, Mumbai’s postcard icon and you’ll fall in love 
with it instantly. 

Kolkata – Roam the streets of Kolkata, formerly Calcutta, 
and it seems like the hands of time have slowed down. 
This is a city stuck in a time warp. Trams, hand pulled 
rickshaws and yellow taxis trundle in the city and a touch 
of colonial air stills hangs defiantly. This was one of the 
earlier settlements of the British. Kolkata is the unsaid 

CROSSING 
CULTURES

t h e  b i g g e s t  t r a v e l  h o o k s  o n 
t h e  m a p  o F  i n d i a

Flowers worn in hair Tamil Nadu

Humayun Tomb Delhi



realistic viewpoint without a Danny Boyle-sque 
tinge.

Chor Bazaar

Shopping enthusiasts should not give this a 
miss. Chor Bazaar (Thief’s Market) is ideal 

for bargain hunters that scour the market for 
Bollywood posters, antiques, period furniture 
and spare parts to vehicles. If you have a keen 
eye for the odd, this is a great place to stroll 
around and pick unique souvenirs. Stolen 
goods are circulated early on Friday mornings 
from 4.30am, but the usual market opens from 
10.30am and 7.30pm every day. 

Chic Colaba

You could find yourself here for three reasons; 
a bite of the sinful ‘chocolate overload’ 
brownie at Theobroma bakery, stretching the 
buck while shopping at the street market or 
lining up at the classic beer joints, Leopold’s or 

Café Mondegar. Either way, Colaba will never 
disappoint. From here, you can also walk to the 
edge of the bay monument, Gateway of India, to 
watch locals throng the area for a seaside stroll 
in the evening.

Marine Drive

Clichés are well worth your time if they exemplify 
the accurate vibe of the city. A necklace shaped 

road by the sea in south Mumbai is a perfect 
place to relax and watch the world go by. The 
3.6km long boulevard along the sea will offer 
views of young college goers hanging out, men 
selling tea and coffee from thermoses and even 
a quick foot, head or back massage. 

Experience the streets of Bandra

Looking for a hip, boho vibe smack dab in the 
middle of the city? Walk in the streets of Bandra, 
walls on either side splashed with graffiti and 
make stops at the characterful coffee shops. 

In fact, there is no better time to this than the 
early hours of the morning, when the lanes are 
relatively empty. Sample the cinnamon rolls of 
A One Bakery; maybe bag a few before strolling 
through Ranwar that connects to the main 

Chapel Street. 

Dharavi

A jumble of homes and businesses, India’s largest 
slum is not to be viewed with any disdain or pity. 
The area is a thriving hot seat of businesses 
and Mumbai’s resilience.  Sign up for a Dharavi 
walking tour that is run by the people who live 
there. This will give you an authentic insight into 
the lives of people here, with reliable and 

If Hollywood blockbuster, Slumdog  
Millionaire is anything to go by, then Mumbai 
is tough and heartless. But walk down the 
streets and get oriented to different flavours 
of the city and it will make you fall in love 
with it. This is exactly what happened to our 
editor, Supriya Sehgal, who spent ample time 
to pick what you can do here in 48 hours. 
Here are some of her suggestions.

SUPRIYA SEHGAL

Footloose in Mumbai 
Get local in the city that never sleeps

TOP
spot

Experience the streets of Bandra



Singapore Airlines has 
announced the launch of 
its fourth weekly flight 
from Gujarat’s key city, 
Ahmedabad to Singapore, 
starting last week of David 
Lim, General Manager 

India, Singapore Airlines, commented, “Travel to and 
from Ahmedabad has steadily increased over the years. 
Singapore Airlines is pleased to offer an additional 
frequency to meet the growing market demand. The 
new service will provide travellers a much sought after 
weekend departure window, to travel to Singapore 
and to onward destinations.” Moreso, travellers from 
India can redeem a complimentary S$20 Changi Dollar 
Voucher for use at all participating shops, restaurants 
and lounges when they transit at Singapore Changi 
Airport. Indian nationals can also avail of one-way, Visa 
Free Transit Facility for up to 96 hours in Singapore with 
a valid onward ticket and a valid visa from selected 
countries, on the discretion of the immigration officials. 

IndiGo connects the north 
to the south again
Hyatt Hotels Corporation IndiGo Airlines has announced 

two new flights to the 
southern city of Madurai. 
IndiGo will operate a 
maiden flight from Delhi 
to Madurai via Chennai on 
in the first week of March. 
Madurai has now become 
the 37th domestic and 

42nd overall destination for the air carrier. Aditya Ghosh, 
President and Whole Time Director, IndiGo, explained 
the rationale for the introduction of this sector. “Madurai 
being a pilgrimage spot and a flourishing cultural hub 

KAs a part of an expansion 
plan, the two hotel chains 
have entered into a 
partnership to increase 
presence in the Luxury 
segment. Under a long-

term joint venture, both the hotels intend to collaborate, 
develop and manage Rixos branded resorts & hotels 
worldwide. Upon closing, AccorHotels will own a 50% 
interest in the joint venture management company. 
Through this joint venture, AccorHotels will integrate in 
its network 15 iconic hotels that are ideally located in 
premium resort markets in Turkey, UAE, Egypt, Russia 
and Europe and which benefit from strong room rate 
performance. As part of this transaction, Rixos plans 
to reflag five city-centre hotels to AccorHotels brands, 
which will also be managed by AccorHotels. 

Accor and Rixos enter a 
strategic partnership
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IHG offers a new Kolkata 
address to Holiday Inn
Intercontinental Hotels Group increases its presence in 
the eastern part of the country by introduction of its 

first Holiday Inn hotel 
in Kolkata.  This will be 
a 137-room hotel in 
partnership with Jain 
Group. With this, the 
total number of Holiday 

Inn hotels has gone up to 11 in India. Shantha de Silva, 
Head of South West Asia, InterContinental Hotels Group 
said, “Holiday Inn brand family is one of the growth 
drivers for IHG’s expansion in India.  We are proud to 
add Holiday Inn Kolkata Airport to our portfolio and look 
forward to expanding our footprint in West Bengal. We 
are delighted to be working with the Jain Group and look 
forward to offering business ready services to our guests 
in Kolkata.” Shrayans Jain, Vice Chairman, Jain Group said, 
“We are very happy to partner with IHG and announce 
the opening of ‘Holiday Inn Kolkata Airport’. Due to 
increased business activity in the state, West Bengal 
has become the gateway to North East India enabling 
an upward swing for the hospitality sector. Strategically 
located near the airport, the hotel caters to the needs of 
the guests visiting Kolkata for both business and leisure. 
We look forward to fulfilling our guests’ expectations 
with services unique to a Holiday Inn hotel.” The hotel 
is located just 5 km away from the International Airport, 
with close proximity to Business Parks, SEZs and IT hub of 
Kolkata. It is aimed at both business and leisure travellers.

4th weekly flight connects 
Ahmedabad to Singapore

in Tamil Nadu attracts tourists from across the globe. It 
gives us pleasure to add Madurai as part of our growing 
network, which will only help us serve the growing 
demand from the southern region. IndiGo’s domestic 
network expansion program renders special attention 
to non-metro cities aimed at unlocking the tourism 
potential in these cities. The new flights and frequencies 
– on national and international sectors – is a testament 
to the growing customer base and we are hopeful that 
these flights will prove to be popular and convenient for 
our business and leisure passengers alike”, he said.

Now, free SIM cards for 
tourists on e-visa
Welcome kits with preloaded SIM cards have been 
launched by Dr. Mahesh Sharma, Minister of State for 
Tourism & Culture, Govt. of India, in collaboration with 
BSNL and Telco for the benefit of foreign tourists visiting 
the country. He announced, “We are glad to be launching 

this initiative and hope it 
is a success. Our aim is to 
make the tourists’ stay in 
India a good one and their 
safety and security is our 
utmost concern. Hence, 
the sim cards have been 
preloaded with about Rs. 

50 talktime and 50mb data so that they can connect 
with their loved ones after landing in India.” The kit is 
currently available at T3, Indira Gandhi International 
Airport and will subsequently be rolled out to 15 other 



Indo Asia Tours is participating in the below 
mentioned upcoming roadshows in 2017. You 
can schedule an appointment at marketing@
indoasiatours.com to meet us in person at 
these shows : 

• GITB, 2017 Jaipur, Rajasthan (23rd  – 25th Apr, 
2017)

Dear Partners,

This month, we focus on India’s commercial capital, Mumbai. 
Not because it’s a thriving business junction but we turn your 
gaze to this wonderful city for the immense cultural value and 
history that it stores. 

Mumbai, formerly Bombay, is a city that has always been 
the cynosure of different cultures coming together. Nothing 
better than the traveller of today to sample these cultures; 
from food, sightseeing spots, historic buildings, languages and 
the vibe of different clusters of people.

Though a prominent fishing village, post medieval Mumbai takes 
you to the time when the Portuguese stepped into this cluster 

of seven islands, having been leased different parts of the city. This meant inter-marriage with locals, 
businesses and an eventual imprint on the city that has stayed even till date. Later, the British held sway in 
the region and left a colonial mark on the city. Modern day Bombay was a hub for cloth mills as business 
and fortunes shifted from Calcutta to Bombay, a port city that held enormous charm for its connectivity. 
Naturally, with this came the influx of other Indians to the region, who became permanent settlers 
here. What is left now is a colourful history that encompasses a plethora of cultures and languages 
that can be experienced. It’s truly one of the most dynamic and cosmopolitan cities of the country. 

With different nationalities and regionalities came the influence of architecture and living cultures. To 
this day, one can see the Tower of Silence and Fire Temples of the Parsis, ancient churches, mosques and 
venerable temples. Amongst modern architecture lie the landmark icons like Gateway of India that 
was built to commemorate King George V and Queen Victoria, the Taj Mahal hotel, Govt. buildings 
around the Fort area, Prince of Wales Museum and more. The elegance of colonial architecture sits 
strongly as a flavour of Mumbai. 

Food legacies followed. Iranian cafes dotted the place and still do. Some of the classic flavours from 
the Konkan coast (along the Arabian sea) persisted and new ones made way to the city. This tradition 
has been going on for years. Today, one can find a multitude of culinary experiences in the city.

In contrast to the diverse cultural playground stands the strong film industry, popularly known as 
Bollywood. The economic and entertainment relevance of the industry has made a strong statement all 
over the world, and continues to be on the rise. 

Mumbai is made for those who want to experience the interesting mix of subcultures in the city and 
a multicultural vibe. And the best way to assimilate all of it is by sitting by the Marine Drive, an almost 
4km long corniche that swings around the sea and has been given the moniker of ‘diamond necklace.’

Mr. Biswajit Kundu | Asst. Manager 
Biswajit Kundu exemplifies the love for 'wind 
in the hair' travels, as he is an ardent biker. 
When not travelling on his Royal Enfield, 
he is plugging in great ideas for our clients. 
Having spent 10 years at Indo Asia, he is an 
integral part of the IA family. 

MEET US AT

Gajendra Singh Panwar


