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GuardinG the piGeons of delhi
Location: Jain Bird Hospital, Old Delhi

NUDGE THE STORYTELLER IN YOU 
TO SUBMIT A PHOTOGRAPH FROM 
YOUR TRAVELS AND WIN A TRIP TO 
EXPLORE THE MARVELS OF INDIA.

click here to submit

Tony Deemer

This is no ordinary picture. At least not for John Keider. John 
was doing the ‘Old-Delhi’ routine walk, as all visitors to 
the area do, when he saw this guard enjoying the Sunday 
morning paper. What was more interesting is the fact that 
he was at the doors of the Jain Bird Hospital that stands 
at the beginning of the market, opposite Red Fort. A blind 
spot for many, John convinced him to take him upstairs 
to see the workings of the efficient bird hospital, with 
hundreds of cages and a strict routine of feeding, cleaning 
and vet visits.  It’s for these kind of simple surprises that 
John loved Delhi. It was so much more to him than the 
ancient monuments. 

http://www.indoasia-tours.com/newsletter-form/


SOS, just off the town. By the end, the Taj Mahal will be 
one of the many memories of the city.

Rishikesh

The city can well be called the base point of lower Himalayan 
adventures. Apart from its spiritual avtaar, Rishikesh is 
the perfect place for some adrenalin pumping activities. 
Rafting is the biggest draw of the city, where the Ganga 
rushes to make Grade 1-4 rapids. Even better would be 
to travel about 100 km up stream to a small place called 
Jayalgarh for rafting in the Alaknanda River. Mountains, 
deep gorges with a green meandering river and camping 
on the sandy banks. The experience is unforgettable.

Ranthambore

For a taste of the wild, head to Ranthambore for a couple 
of days. Tiger sightings, call of the deer and the sounds of 
many birds – Ranthambore promises to extract you from 
the city adventures and land you in the wild. Jeep safaris, 
nature walks and living in luxury camps can be the order 
of the days here. The former royal hunting ground is home 
to a variety of animals and birds, ideal for a wildlifer.

We understand that many of your travellers come with 
limited time and unlimited appetite for India. The country 
has such a vast range of sights and activities that it is a 
difficult choice for them when picking destinations. The 
Golden Triangle (Delhi –Jaipur-Agra) is the most marketed 
and spoken about circuit, and rightly so. We’ve added two 
more destinations for you, so that travellers can use Delhi 
as a jumping-off point. Here’s a short note on what’s in 
store in these destinations.

Delhi 

Visit the capital of the country to get a quick orientation 
on how the city is moulded from its history and a step into 
the future. Delhi offers a mix of history, shopping, in-city 
experiences, dining and cultural immersion  - it is a great way 
to get a bit of all during your days here. With its museums, 
modern sopping arcades, state emporiums, delicious 
street-food and walk through historical monuments, you 
can start the trip with a wholesome note.

Jaipur

The pink tinge is hard to miss when you enter the city of 
Jaipur. Rapidly moving to become a youthful, fast-paced 
city, Jaipur finds it hard to shed its association with history. 
And that’s the main hook for travellers. Spend a couple 
of days discovering essential monuments like Amber Fort, 
Jantar Mantar, City Palace and Hawa Mahal. Walk through 
the old city streets in the colourful markets, brimming 
with the signature block printing fabric and silver. 

Agra

The lure of the Taj Mahal is hard to ignore. It is one 
of the most stunning monuments of the world. After 
breathtaking views and ample time here, spend a day 
visiting the twin city of Fatehpur Sikri, the fabulous Sheroes 
(run by acid attack victims) and the old part of town where 
pigeon and kite flying are old sources of entertainment. 
Also visit the bear and elephant rescue centers of Wildlife 
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It was indeed in Lutyen's scheme of things to build the 
most luxurious hotel in New Delhi. Its quiet elegance and 
old world charm leaves everyone speechless In addition 
to this accolade, it has also been awarded as The Best 
Luxury Hotel in India by World Luxury Hotel Awards 2012. 
Replete with Italian marble floors, stunning Burma teak 
and Rosewood furniture, the fountains from Florence and 
the original art that adorn the walls of The Imperial, truly 
lend an aura of a 19th century English manor. 

Highlights include:
• Rooms with interesting views ranging from the airy 

Atrium to the serene pool.
• The Imperial Spa - influences of the Moghul era in its 

architecture
• THE IMPERIAL SALON  with advanced hair care product 
• THE IMPERIAL BOUTIQUE – A luxury Collection. 
• Unique Dining Experience in 1911 Restaurant. 
• The Spice Route – Asia’s Finest Restaurant. 
• Beautiful marble bath, Fragonard bathroom amenities 

and modern hairdryer.
• The Health & Racquet Club provides an unmatched 

fitness experience with Techno Gym
• The Swimming Pool offers a tranquil, refreshing 

experience



in Gurgaon and is the perfect antidote to the 
traffic-choked roads of the buzzing commercial 
centre.

Golfing

Looking to play a few holes while on your trip. 
There are a number of golf clubs and resorts 

out of the city that offer daylong packages with 
caddies. Gurgaon's 17-acre Hamoni Golf Camp is 
one such place where golfing enthusiasts of all 
levels can go and play. You can also sign up for a 
class if you’re looking to sharpen your skills.

Heritage Transport Museum

In the commercial twin city of Gurgaon stands a 
unique museum with 75 vintage and classic cars 
that take one through the evolution of the Indian 
car industry. This also includes wooden rocking 
horse, models of trains and other collectibles. 
But what’s really the highlight, are the cars. Be 
‘transported’ to the timeless elegance of these 
classic vehicles. 

Kumhar Gram

If you have a soft corner for pottery, Delhi’s 
Kumhar Gram (colony of potters) is the perfect 
place to head to. Do not expect a glitzy showroom 
vibe. Instead, this is an authentic peek into the 
lives of 700 potters who reside outside of the 
city. Utilitarian pieces as well as stylized ones are 
available to buy, directly from the potter. Guided 
tours are available if you feel overwhelmed by 

Haveli Dharampura in Chandni Chowk 

the zigzag streets and disorder.

Luxuriate in Old Delhi

Head to Haveli Dharampura in Chandni Chowk 
of Old Delhi to witness a heritage home come 
alive with music, dance and excellent local food. 
The restored haveli is a window into the opulence 
that was once a part of these streets. The 130 
years old home is a glimpse into the lives of the 
rich and famous of a bygone era. Book a meal 
and a musical event for one of the evenings that 
you’re in Delhi.

Bookmark

If you’re a book-lover, this experience is made for 
you. The brainchild of Raju Singh, Chapter 101 is 
a bookstore that stocks over 1,000 titles of first-
edition copies and classics. The curated collection 
has been sourced from all over the world and 
touches a wide variety of topics such as fiction, 
art, music, sport and biographies. The store lies 

Guidebooks and brochures are sure to enumerate 
a number of sights for your Delhi trip. But where 
does one go for a bite of the alternative? Here’s 
a handy list for a traveller that wants to go 
beyond the usual and see Delhi from a different 
eye. Be it quirky museums, gorgeous rooftop bars 
or classic Delhi, the city has a plethora of surprises 
in store.

SUPRIYA SEHGAL

Footloose in Delhi & 
Around 
Alternative Delhi
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Mumbai, Jaipur to Chandigarh, Dehradun to Srinagar, 
and Bengaluru to Kozhikode will be some of the new 
sectors. Other non-stop sectors will include Bengaluru 
to Lucknow via New Delhi and Mumbai to Srinagar 
via Dehradun. The carrier will also add 12 additional 
frequencies on its existing routes across its network, 
which include a 7th daily flight between Mumbai and 
Goa as well as Delhi and Lucknow. Apart from this a 
fourth frequency between Chennai–Tiruchirappalli and 
a second frequency between Delhi and Bhopal is also 
expected to begin operations soon. The airline will also 
introduce two additional services on the New Delhi–
Patna route. “Our planned network enhancements this 
summer will offer our guests much more by way of 
choice, connectivity and convenience. We look forward 
to welcoming all our guests to experience the joy of 
flying to brand new city pairs like Mumbai and Madurai,” 
said Jayaraj Shanmugam, Chief Commercial Officer, Jet 
Airways.

Radisson Blu Atria 
Bengaluru opens with 167 
rooms

Carlson Rezidor 
announced the opening 
of its new Hotel-Radisson 
Blu Atria Bengaluru, 
with 167 guest rooms 
and suites with modern 
amenities. The hotel is 
located 45 minutes away 

from the Kempegowda International Airport (BLR) and 
10 minutes from the City Railway Station. The hotel 
has four in-house dining options for guests. It has over 
1,250 square meters of flexible room configurations with 
its six meeting spaces and two boardrooms, capable of 
accommodating large wedding receptions or intimate 

The Government of Delhi 
is preparing a tourism 
policy and master plan for 
promotion of tourism and 
tourism infrastructure for 
Delhi Tourism. For this, the 

Delhi Government has earmarked a total expenditure of 
Rs 119 crore for Tourism sector in 2017-18. This includes 
revenue budget of Rs 69 crore and capital budget of Rs 
50 crore. An amount of Rs 117 crore is earmarked for 
implementation of various schemes, programmes and 
projects under Tourism sector. With aim to promote Delhi 
as a film-shooting destination, the Delhi Government 
has proposed to introduce “Single Window Clearance 
Mechanism” for film making facility so that the legal 
formalities to shoot in the city can be completed by visiting 
only one Government Office. “Smooth system is being 
developed for granting permission to Film Producers 
and to provide them with consolidated information 
on guidelines for shooting and to make film shooting 
a hassle free experience,” said Manish Sisodia, Deputy 
CM, Government of Delhi, in his annual Budget speech 
for 2017-18. A Soft Adventure Park at the Garden of Five 
Senses and riverfront development of River Yamuna is 
also on the cards. “This will create a place that allows 
people to connect with nature and the River Yamuna. It 
will also help spread awareness about the importance of 
the River and its protection and mobilize people towards 
the improvement of the River,” he said.

Delhi Tourism gets a 119 
crore boost

NEWS&VIEWS

Cochin International 
Airport has a new addition
A new integrated international passenger terminal for 
commercial operation was inaugurated by the Kerala 

Chief Minister, Pinarayi 
Vijayan. The Chief 
Minister lauded the CIAL, 
the country’s first airport 
built under PPP model, 
which has heralded a new 

chapter in aviation history by becoming the first in the 
world that completely operates on solar power. The Chief 
Minister received passengers and crew who arrived at 
the new airport Terminal 3 via a Jet Airways flight from 
Muscat to Kochi. The first flight, which arrived at the new 
terminal, was received by ‘water salute’ as per tradition. 
The foundation stone for the project was laid in February 
2014 in view of growth in passenger traffic through CIAL.  
The terminal was inaugurated in February last year. 
It is having a peak hour capacity of 4000 passengers, 
according to a CIAL release. Vijayan also inaugurated 
the 4.3 km long four-lane road connecting the airport 
and National Highway at Athani near Aluva and also the 
expansion of the CIAL’s solar power capacity from 15.5 
MW to 21.5 MW.

Jet Airways amps up 
connectivity

India’s leading air carrier, 
Jet Airways will increase 
its daily flights to 650 
from 600 starting end 
of March. This will allow 
the travellers better 
connectivity within the 

country. Direct services to Madurai and Bagdogra from 

team meetings complemented with state-of-the-art 
presentation and audiovisual tools. Other facilities 
available at the hotel include the Business Class Lounge, 
business center, swimming pool, spa and fully equipped 
fitness center. Raj Rana, Chief Executive Officer, South 
Asia, Carlson Rezidor Hotel Group, said, “Bengaluru is 
a progressive market and continues to thrive on high 
economic activity, an international focal point of India’s 
growth momentum. The opening of Radisson Blu Atria 
Bengaluru is a testament of our footprint in the region 
and a reflection of the unique brand identity that we 
bring to the city”.

101-room Hyatt Place 
Rameswaram opens in 
Tamil Nadu
Hyatt has announced the opening of its Hyatt Place 
Rameswaram, the first Hyatt Place hotel in the South 

Indian state of Tamil 
Nadu and the fifth Hyatt 
Place hotel to open in 
India. The hotel offers 101 
guestrooms and suites, 
4,757 square feet of 
high-tech meeting space, 
free Wi-Fi throughout 

the hotel, 24-hour gym, and an outdoor swimming 
pool. “The opening of Hyatt Place Rameswaram is a 
significant milestone for the Hyatt Place brand as it 
continues to expand in India and across the globe,” said 



Indo Asia Tours is participating in the below 
mentioned upcoming travelfairs in 2017. You 
can schedule an appointment at marketing@
indoasiatours.com to meet us in person at 
these shows : 

• GITB, 2017 Jaipur, Rajasthan (23rd  – 25th Apr, 
2017)

• AGTC, 2017 Danang, Vietnam (07th  – 10th 
May, 2017)

New Delhi hardly needs an introduction to the world 
traveller. The capital of the country and the political hot 
seat for time immemorial, it promises a blend of modern 
and historic glimpses into India. Spending a few days here 
is essential to kick-start a trip to the Indian subcontinent.  

My love for Delhi began in the 1960’s  - the memories 
of the slim lanes of Old Delhi, its medieval havelis, 
clogged markets and the grand Jama Masjid have not 
faded in decades. Even to this day, this clutch of streets 
and habitation around them are a massive draw to the 
traveller. Large courtyards shielded by low doors and 
narrow lanes outside, plenty of local food joints and 
commercial vibrancy of the Chandni Chowk market in the 

area is a photographer’s dream.As a young man, I remember roaming these streets, relishing 
the atmospheric surroundings.

As one moves to the modern quarters of the city, the scape changes to glitzy buildings, 
opulent bungalows and ancient monuments - a unique harmony of the old and the new. 
Humayun’s Tomb, India Gate, the Rajpath area, Mehrauli monuments, Hauz Khas and a host 
of others give Delhi its signature vibe. You could be sitting in the thick of a bustling nightlife 
scene, but overlooking a honey coloured structure from the times that the Mughals ruled 
the city. Amongst the structures that are only less than a century old, the Birla Temple (also 
known as the Lakshminarayan Temple) strikes me as one of the most magnificent structures 
of Delhi - it was even inaugurated by Mahatma Gandhi. The multi-shrined temple lies in the 
heart of the city, resplendent in yellow and red colours.

Being one of the leading cities of the world, Delhi and the surrounding region matches up 
to any international city infrastructurally. Plush hotels, sightseeing options, booming dining 
scene with breweries, golfing resorts and a number of shopping options are available for the 
travellers.

The city is also an ideal springboard to the Himalayan foothills, or home to the Taj Mahal – 
Agra, the historic Varanasi and the vibrant state of Rajasthan. Connectivity and proximity by 
rail, air and road make this the gateway to the northern part of the country. In fact, adjoining 
countries like Nepal, Bhutan and Bangladesh are also easily accessible from here.

Delhi defines the essence of modern India. Carefully keeping its history in a protective fold, 
while embracing the modern world, the city can well be defined as a wonderfully vivid 
paradox.

Mr. Uday Veer Singh | Sales & Marketing
Uday Veer Singh's journey with Indo Asia has 
been for five years, now he also takes care of 
marketing for South East Asia. An adventurer 
at heart, Uday's love for the outdoors 
resonates perfectly with his profession. If 
given a choice, he would operate out of the 
hills or by the beach.
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